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Sobre la tirania

Ponente: Antonio Lastra

And, formed like tyrants, tyrants would believe
ALEXANDER POPE, Essay on Man 111 260
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JENOFONTE, Hierén, en Obras menores, ed. de O. Guntinas, Gredos, Madrid, 2006.

XENOPHON, Hiero, en Xenophontis opera omnia, vol. 5, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1920.
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text;jsessionid=5FD680C6AC2751A23D1
E4582CBB64Ag5?2doc=Perseus%3atext%3a1999.01.0209%3atext%3dHiero

Lectura complementaria

LEO STRAUSS, Sobre la tirania, trad. de L. Rodriguez, Encuentro, Madrid, 2005.
—, On Tyranny (1948), ed. de V. Gourevitch y M. S. Roth, Chicago UP, 2013.

Breve historia conceptual del término “tirania”

“A social science that cannot speak of tyranny with the same confidence with
which medicine speaks, for example, of cancer, cannot understand social phenomena as
what they are. It is therefore not scientific. Present-day social science finds itself in this
condition. If it is true that present-day social science is the inevitable result of modern
social science and of modern philosophy, one is forced to think of the restoration of
classical social science. Once we have learned again from the classics what tyranny is,
we shall be enabled and compelled to diagnose as tyrannies a number of contemporary
regimes which appear in the guise of dictatorships. This diagnosis can only be the first
step toward an exact analysis of present-day tyranny, for present-day tyranny is
fundamentally different from the tyranny analyzed by the classics.”

LEO STRAUSS
‘Restatement on Xenophon’s Hiero’, en On Tyranny, p. 177.
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3 Retorica socratica y tirania
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“Considerando muchas veces conmigo mismo cuantas populosas reptblicas han
sido desechas, a causa de que los gobernadores dellas las gobernaban muy
diversamente de lo que convenia a cada una forma y género de Republica; y por
consiguiente, cuantas y cuan grandes monarquias y otras seforias particulares han
perescido por defecto de sus monarcas o personas publicas; y por el contrario, cuanta
infinidad de tiranos se han levantado y caido; y como algunos dellos se sostuvieron
defendiendo y ensanchando sus reinos y monarquias, que por tirania habian ocupado; y
como estos tales causaron admiracion en los que los veian conservarse en sus tiranias,
unos por via de pendencias, y otros por sagacidad y astucia, y todos por venturosos; y
viniendo con esta consideracion a mas bajas particularidades, hallo que aun en las
casas de los hombres comunes hay quien tenga méas o menos criados, y que por
experiencia se ve los unos tener muchos servidores y todos muy domésticos y muy
sujetos a obedecer; y por el contrario, que otros tienen muy pocos, y aquellos
desobedientes y rebeldes a sus senores.”

“The thought once occurred to us how many republics have been overthrown by
people who preferred to live under any form of government other than a republican,
and again, how many monarchies and how many oligarchies in times past have been
abolished by the people. We reflected, moreover, how many of those individuals who
have aspired to absolute power have either been deposed once for all and that right
quickly; or if they have continued in power, no matter for how short a time, they are
objects of wonder as having proved to be wise and happy men. Then, too, we had
observed, we thought, that even in private homes some people who had rather more
than the usual number of servants and some also who had only a very few were
nevertheless, though nominally masters, quite unable to assert their authority over
even those few.”

JENOFONTE, Ciropedia, 1.1.1
(traduccion al espanol de Diego Gracian, 1552;
traduccion al inglés de Walter Miller, 1914)
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